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SUBJECT: BREAK-IN AGAINST HONORARY GERMAN CONSUL 

1 . THE GERMAN HONORARY CONSUL IN NORTHERN IRELAND SEPTEMBER 7 
CONFRONTED AN ARMED INTRUDER, WHO FIRED A SHOT. 

ALTHOUGH DEFINITIVE INFORMATION IS LACKING, IT APPEARS 
THE BREAK-IN OF THE HOUSE WAS FOR BURGLARY RATHER THAN 
POLITICALLY INSPIRED. 

2. ABOUT 10 O'CLOCK YESTERDAY EVENING, A MASKED GUNMAN 
BROKE INTO THE BACK OF THE HOME OF GERMAN HONORARY CONSUL 
JURGEN GRADEL, MANAGER OF GERMAN-CONTROLLED ELASTIC KNITTING 
CO. THE HOME IS IN BALLYMENA, A SMALL TOWN ABOUT 30 MILES 
NORTHWEST OF BELFAST. THE INTRUDER ENCOUNTERED GRADEL AND ORDERED 
HIM FACE DOWN ON THE FLOOR. WHEN MRS. GRADEL APPEARED, THE 
INTRUDER FIRED A SHOT INTO THE CEILING, TORE OUT THE TELEPHONE 

WIRE. AND FLED. 

3. COMMENT: GRADEL HAS BEEN HONORARY CONSUL ABOUT A YEAR 
AND HAS LIVED QUIETLY IN NORTHERN IRELAND THE PAST TWO-THREE 
YEARS. THE QUESTION IS INEVITABLY RAISED WHETHER 
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THE INCIDENT INVOLVING HIM WAS A POLITICALLY 
MOTIVATED ATTEMPT AT TERRORISM BY THE PROVISIONAL 
IRA. THE PREVIOUS GERMAN HONORARY CONSUL THOMAS 
NIEDERMEYER, WAS KIDNAPPED FOUR YEARS AGO AND NEVER 
HEARD OF AGAIN, AND THE CANADIAN CONSUL (CAREER) WAS 
THREATENED RECENTLY. 
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4. IT IS OUR AND THE POLICE'S INITIAL JUDGMENT THAT 
THE INTRUDER WAS NOT TERRORIST: WE SEE NO MOTIVE FOR 
A POLITICAL ATTACK, IF THE INTRUDER HAD INTENDED MURDER 
OR KIDNAP, HE COULD HAVE CARRIED IT OUT, AND FINALLY, 

HIS METHOD OF OPERATION DID NOT FOLLOW THE PIRA PATTERN. 

FROM THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE SO FAR, THE INTRUDER 
NEVERTHELESS SEEMED INEPT AS A BURGLAR, SO A QUESTION 
REMAINS. 
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